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More and more students in North America are studying Chinese as a second language.  Schools are accommodating this desire by incorporating Chinese language instruction in their curriculum.  Kids as young as 6 are learning Chinese, motivated in a large part by their own desire to learn a new culture and a language and with some encouragement from their parents.  

According to Linda Goldberg, a school principal at the Potomac Elementary, she finds it “pretty amazing.”  After the first months, she notices that the children “[understand] what the teacher is saying” even though it is all in Chinese.  The children integrate both languages seamlessly and sometimes don’t even notice that the teacher is speaking another language.

Not only do the schools actively promulgation of the Chinese language but actively engage in the promotion of the Chinese culture.  Hallways are decorated with Chinese art and learning aids such as stuffed animals labeled with their Chinese names.  Chinese folks songs and US nursery rhymes translated in Chinese are taught to the children.

Although learning to write the Chinese characters is difficult for some students to master, some students find that writing Chinese is “cool” and with proper motivation can quickly master the proper stroke order and penmanship required.

The US government found that Chinese among other languages was deemed critical to US security. However it is China’s growing economic strength has fueled interest in learning Chinese and more and more schools are offering classes.  In the United States, 640 US colleges offer Chinese programs while 102 schools from kindergarten to 12th grade teach Chinese.  Many people, including 17-year-old Quentin West, recognize that as China expands they will start needing “more services such as lawyers and businessman”  

Allison Rosenstock, 10, said she wants to follow her father and "start my own business and have an office in China." 

Even parents are taking Chinese classes as well to keep up with their children.  Says Holly Hand, whose daughter Chloe is in a Chinese immersion class "Even if my child doesn't use her Chinese going forward, she's learned so much about another culture," said Hand. Learning Chinese helps kids by "making their synapses jump in a different way than if they just learn their ABCs" 
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